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COVID-19 Report to Members ~ October 20, 2020

Reports are sent on Mondays and Thursdays, unless there's breaking news.

Editors note: Apologies for the delayed delivery due to technical issues.

Reimbursement & Policy

Increased reimbursement for faster test results
To encourage faster availability of testing results, CMS announced a new incentive for
labs. Beginning January 1, Medicare will pay $100 to labs that complete high
throughput diagnostic tests within two calendar days of the collection. Those taking
longer will receive $75 in reimbursement.

To receive the higher reimbursement, labs must complete the test in two calendar days
or less, and complete the majority of their COVID-19 diagnostic tests that use high
throughput technology in two calendar days or less for all of their patients (not just their
Medicare patients) in the previous month.

Resources & Equipment

Vaccine program announced for long term care facilities
HHS and the Department of Defense will work with Walgreens and CVS pharmacies to
administer COVID-19 vaccines in long term care and assisted living facilities. Facilities
covered through this program include skilled nursing facilities, nursing homes, assisted
living facilities, residential care homes, and adult family homes.

Through the program, vaccines will be made available to both residents as well as staff
at no out-of-pocket cost. The partner pharmacies will acquire the supplies, coordinate
delivery with the facility and administer them to residents. Participating facilities will
receive at least three scheduled visits over two months.

Facilities can sign-up through NHSN (the National Healthcare Safety Network) to
select their preferred pharmacy provider. Alternately, they can opt out of participation
and use their current pharmacy.

Virtual Meetings & Education

Webinar ~ Securing internet devices
With the increasing volume of internet devices being used in healthcare settings to
allow patients to communicate with family members as well as for telehealth, HHS is
providing a briefing to help facilities keep their systems safe. 

Securing internet-connected devices in healthcare: An HC3 briefing 
Wednesday, October 21 ~ 8:30a MTN / 7:30a PAC

Register 

Quality & Patient Safety

Medicare beneficiary reactions to COVID-19
In a recent CMS survey, over 20% of Medicare beneficiaries reported forgoing care
during the pandemic. While dental care was the most common care reported at 43%,
not seeking care for regular check-ups (36%), treatment for ongoing conditions (36%)
and screenings (32%) were also reported in high numbers.

Most respondents stated that the risk of being in a medical facility was their primary
reason for not seeking care. The survey also asked Medicare beneficiaries about their
access to telemedicine. Over 80% reported having internet access with smartphones
being the most common devices (68%). Other survey questions focused on the impact
on daily activities as well as availability of providers both in-person and via
telemedicine and sources of information about the pandemic.
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